[image: image1.wmf]Notice that the points have been joined up with a smoothly curving line 

 

and not a series of straight ones !

 

Drawing Ellipses the easy way !

 

Although you need only draw a few ‘diameters’ across the circle you will find 

 

it easier to draw an ellipse with greater accurac

y if more are used.

 

Draw minor circle

 

Draw major circle

 

Circles are CONCENTRIC 

( sharing the same centre)
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Draw diagonals across 

circles in any positions
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Draw minor 

Draw major 

Circles are 

CONCE

N

TRIC ( sharing 

Draw diagonals 

across circles in any 
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At each intersection with the 

minor circle draw a small 

VERTICAL line
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At each intersection with 

the major circle draw a 

small HORIZONTAL line

 

Now join up the 

 

intersecting points to 

make the ELLIPSE

 

An alternative method is the TRAMMEL technique. This 

i

n

volves taking a piece of paper and marking on it HALF the 

length of the ‘major axis’(

AB

).  From one of these points mark 

off hal

f the length of the MINOR axis (to 

C

).  Keep C always on 

the MAJOR axis and point A always on the  MINOR axis move 

the paper aro

und making pencil marks where point B rests.

 

Now join up the dots with a curved line to make the ELLIPSE.
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Drawing Conventions Explained

 

GRAPHIC PRODUCTS

 

Check out the DESIGN

-

CYCLE section
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