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       Your Invite to the Launch of the ‘Minimal Mouse’ Competition

       Tuesday October 10th 2007    4.15pm

         at    Winton Arts & Media College
           Winton Way, Bournemouth, BH10 4HT
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      1  free Mouse-Kit to each school attending 

The low cost Kit (£12.50 +VAT & P&P) includes a printed circuit board & the components to build a simple electronic control circuit. It is aimed at KS 3/4, but has been used successfully used with older students.
Dear Colleague,

We would like to invite you to the Launch of the ‘Minimal Mouse’ inter-school Competition. This is a new venture for Dorset schools & is being sponsored by Aim Higher.
The exciting and innovative Competition involves building a small vehicle, the ‘mouse’, which is capable of following the edge of a reflective track marked out on a non-reflective base – at the highest possible speed! Students could work in small groups, developing designs based on the original kit and on the Rules of the Competition.  At the end of the competition-day teams may be invited to address the other teams about their experiences in designing their ‘mice’   During the early stages, and before the main day of competition in February, schools could participate in an on-line league through the www.minimalmouse.com website.  For more details and to become as enthusiastic as we are please -
· Come to the Launch & find out more 
· See the kits in action 
· Talk to teachers with experience of the competition

· Pick up your free kit
Look on our website – www.minimalmouse.com
Please indicate the level of your interest on the slip below
Please indicate the level of your interest on this slip 

National Curriculum Links

From the 'Key Concepts' area :

Creativity:
· Making links between principles of good design, existing solutions and technological knowledge
· Recognising the significance of knowledge and previous experience, searching for trends and patterns in existing solutions, Reinterpreting and applying learning in new design contexts and communicating ideas in new and unexpected ways
 

Critical Evaluation
· Analysing products to devise solutions to practical problems

From the 'Key Processes' area : 

· Use their understanding of others' designing to inform their own
· Solve technical problems
· Reflect critically when evaluating and modifying their ideas and proposals
 

From the 'Range and Content' area

Resistant materials      Systems and Control 
.... these are both covered in aspects of the mouse-buggies, their construction and development

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - [image: image2.png]


 - - - - - - -.
Name: ……………………………………………………………

School: …………………………………………………………..

We shall / shall not be coming to the Launch

We cannot come to the launch, but would like to receive more details of the competition ……….
We would be interested in participating in an On-Line league (www.minimalmouse.com) ……...

* * * * * * * *
Please reply to: Georgina Humble, SETPOINT Dorset Manager, 
6th Form Office, Yeovil College, Yeovil. BA21 4DR
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E mail: georginahumble@hotmail.co.uk        Tel: 07929898667
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